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useful or suggestive.    Almost anything can be got here, or if you will tell me the subjects, I can find the books.
I hold most strongly that it is the duty of everyone who has the good fortune to know a man of genius, to do any trifling service they can to lighten his work.
I will write to Mr Tennyson in a few days. Remember me to him and
Believe me most truly yours,
B.   JOWETT.
BALL. COLL.
Dec. i2th, 1858.
DEAR MRS TENNYSON,
I cannot but feel greatly ashamed of my ingratitude and disrespect in not having answered your last kind letter which gave me great pleasure at the time I received it. I believe that ingratitude is not the real cause (for that I could not possibly feel) but inveterate indolence about certain things, among which I fear come some of the duties of friendship.
You return me good for evil by sending me the two sweet letters of the children; which I recognize as most genuine productions. Give my love to the two " little birds." Lionel's epistle especially is just a picture of a child's mind.
I hope Mr Tennyson is well and has good success in his great work1. Authors great and small have some trials in common and some joys when a "book is born into the world/'
I think I have read somewhere a description of Burns' wife and child coming to meet him when he was in a sort of ecstasy, "with the tears rolling down his cheeks," writing "Tarn o' Shanter" at the side of a stream. That must be a great alleviation. I am sure it is only success (in the higher sense) and not resignation or philosophy that can make an author happy.
I do not doubt that the world will be charmed with the " Arthur Idylls." No malice will be able to prevent people from seeing that they are most beautiful poems. I have more
i The "Idylls of the King."